


Readings for the Week 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; 
 Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
 

Tuesday:  1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
 

Wednesday:  1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; 
 Mk 6:45-52 
 

Thursday:  1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72: 1-2, 14,  
 15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22a 
 

Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;  
 Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday:  1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30 
 

Sunday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11;  
 Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10 
 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Acts 10:34-38 or 
 1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11 

Promise Fulfilled 

Isaiah reminds the people of God that the land shall be 
restored to their possession, they shall rejoice to see their 
people return from the bondage of exile, and they shall be 
a light to the nations. In other words, through the people 
of Israel, the Savior shall come to all people who seek 
God with a sincere heart. This brings joy and the radiance 
of God’s glory to all the world and to all people 
everywhere. Through the fidelity of the people of God, 
and through God’s fidelity to them, all people shall 
become God’s children and rejoice in the fulfillment of 
God’s promise to Israel. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The 
Lord shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears 
over you (Isaiah 60:1-6). 
Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you 
(Psalm 72). 
Second Reading — The Gentiles are coheirs, copartners 
in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel 
(Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6). 
Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, looking for the 
newborn king of the Jews (Matthew 2:1-12). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  The Epiphany of the Lord; 
  National Migration Week 
Monday:  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Tuesday:  St. John Neumann 
Wednesday:  St. André Bessette 
Thursday:  St. Raymond of Penyafort; 
  Julian Calendar Christmas 

Feast of Faith 
The Liturgy of Emmanuel 
The assembly has gathered from near and far, on foot, by 
bus, by car, by subway, singly and by twos and threes: 
single people, couples, families. Now that movement is 
ritualized and made visible in the liturgy’s entrance 
procession. 
We are not alone on this journey; Christ is with us. The 
procession is led by the cross, with the image of Christ 
upon it. Candles, signs of a living presence, are carried 
around the cross. Candles also accompany the Book of the 
Gospels, another sign of Emmanuel, God-with-us. The 
priest presider is likewise a sign of Christ’s presence in 
our assembly; he will act in persona Christi, in the person 
of Christ, who presides at every Eucharist. 
As the procession begins, we stand and sing together in 
our first act as a community. The joining of our voices 
begins to turn many into one. The songs we sing range 
from ancient chants to contemporary hymns, but they 
have the same purpose, to foster our unity and turn our 
thoughts to the mysteries we gather to celebrate. We may 
feel that we can’t sing well, but “Christ always invites us 
to enter into song, to rise above our own preoccupations, 
and to give our entire selves to the hymn of his Paschal 
Sacrifice” (USCCB, Sing to the Lord, 14). 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Treasures From Our Tradition  
Before long, people will be throwing Mardi Gras beads in the streets of New Orleans—purple, gold, and green. A few will be in on 
the secret: the colors of the beads are derived from the gifts of the magi. Gold for wealth, purple for power, green for good health. 
The gifts are also a key to the identity of the Christ Child: the incense for God; the gold for a king; the myrrh, fragrant burial 
ointment for one who comes to die. 
Centuries ago, today’s feast bore the heavy burden of celebrating all the manifestations of Christ’s identity: the birth of Jesus, the 
coming of the magi, the baptism of the Lord, the wedding feast at Cana. It was too much for one day. Fortunately the one day has 
blossomed into a whole season of grateful celebration, stretching behind us into Advent, and ahead of us into the Baptism of the 
Lord and to Christ’s coming again in glory. Tonight, be sure to light the Christmas lights, and gather at the crèche for a favorite 
carol and a prayer. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

The Epiphany of the Lord 
January 3, 2021 

 
All kings shall pay him homage, 

all nations shall serve him. 
     —Psalm 72:11 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Little Drummer Boy 
 
Did you know that the only reason we say that there were three wise men is that they brought three gifts? The 
Bible never says their number or their names. The gifts tell us about the givers. And these special gifts--gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh--tell us much. 
When one king visited or sent an ambassador to another, he would give a gift of gold to show that he acknowl-
edged the kingship of the other. So the first gift of the wise men tells us they recognized Jesus as King. The 
second gift is a type of incense, which was used in Jesus time to worship God. So this 
gift shows the wise men paying homage to Jesus' divinity. The gift of myrrh is oil used 
to anoint the dying. It reminds us of Jesus suffering and death on the cross. 
So what gifts do we have for Jesus? Maybe we can take a hint from the wise men. If we 
acknowledge Jesus as king, maybe a better gift than gold would be to pledge our obedi-
ence to him. Each day we can promise to live our vocation as best we can, to love those 
around us, and forgive those who hurt us. 
A better way than burning incense to pay homage to Jesus' divinity is to take time to pray 
throughout the day. Some people are able to attend daily Mass, others spend time in ado-
ration before the Eucharist, or even a few minutes of their lunch break to say the rosary. 
As for the gift of myrrh, we can give Jesus the crosses we bear each day. When we accept suffering in our 
lives, especially that caused by our sins, we give ourselves to Jesus as he gave himself for us on the cross. 
The song "Little Drummer Boy" reminds us that the best gift is not necessarily the most expensive. Instead, it 
is the simple gift that only we can give. Let Epiphany remind us to offer our lives to Jesus each day. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.  

The Holy Star 

O Father, may that holy star grow every year more bright 
And send its glorious beams afar to fill the world with 
light.              
                —William Cullen Bryant 

Gentleness 
Feelings are everywhere—be gentle. 
              —J. Masai 



Carbonara 
Funeral Home

Traditional Funerals ✦ Cremations 
Memorial Services ✦ Immediate Burials

1515 N. 25th Ave., Melrose Park
Pre-Arrangements, Affordable 

with or without pricing that meets
prepayment of services your needs

Michael A. Carbonara, Michael L. Carbonara, Joseph R. Carbonara

Bus: (708) 343-6161        Home: (708) 865-8124        Cell: (708) 724-7500
www.carbonarafuneralhome.net

708.449.5300

Family Owned and Operated

Old World Values with
Modern Day Services

Traditional Funerals, Cremation

Service, Alternative Services

Joseph A. Russo
Owner / Licensed Funeral Director

4500 Roosevelt Rd., Hillside
www.RussoHillsideChapels.com

912026 Our Lady of Mount Carmel www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK
Since 1965
Lic# 055-026066

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

CARNITAS
DON ALFREDO FAST MEXICAN FOOD

708-338-0844
2501 W. Lake St. • Melrose Park

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 

is guaranteed 
never to clog or 
we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder 
to clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE  in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will

receive a $25 gift card. Retail value $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must

have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract.
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated

companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company

customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion

form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind.
Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without 

notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20.

CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*Does not include
cost of material.

Offer expires 9/30/20.
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We Take Service Personally
Contact us today for a customized, reliable

waste management, recycling, or dumpster quote.

630-261-0400

Established in 1893
Meeting the Needs of Our Community

with Dignity and Without Bias
at the Most Reasonable Cost

FUNERALS – PRE-NEEDS 
CREMATIONS

INTERNATIONAL TRANSFERS
GERARD MORGAN JR.
Funeral Director/Owner

1600 Chicago Avenue
Melrose Park, IL 60160

(708) 344-0714
www.BormannFuneralHome.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

2316 17th Avenue
Franklin Park, IL 60131

larrys_plumbing_co@sbcglobal.net

Phone:
847.455.4150
Fax:
847.455.5303
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