
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish-Shrine 

 
Staff 

Pastor 
     -Fr. Giovanni Bizzotto, C.S.  
 
Associate Pastors  
    -Fr. Augusto Feccia, C.S.  
    -Fr. Yosef A. Sadipun C.S.  
 
Parish Deacons  
     -John Battisto  
     -Giulio Camerini  
     -Jose Ramon Arenas 
  
Secretaries  
     - Nancy Diaz  
     - Daniel Michel  

 
Office Hours  

 
 Sunday  

-8:00am—3:00pm 
 
 Tuesday– Friday  

-8:30am—8:30pm 
  

Saturday  
-8:30am — 1:00pm 
-2:00pm—5:30pm 

 
 Monday  

- We’re Closed  

 
Sunday Mass Schedule  

 5:30pm - Sat. Vigil Mass 
  7:45am - English  
 9:00am - Español  
          10:30am - Italiano 
          12:00pm - English  
           1:30pm -  Español  
 5:00pm - Español  
 

Weekly Mass Schedule  
 

English  
     -Monday - Saturday at 7:30am  
 

Español  
     -Martes y Jueves a las 6:30pm 
 

Italiano  
     -Sotto richiesta  

The Italian National Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago  
Served by The Missionaries of Saint Charles – Scalabrinians 

1101 N 23rd Ave - Melrose Park - IL– 60160 
P (708) 344 4140 — F (708)344 0902 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday, February 4th, 2018 
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THE SCALABRINIAN MISSIONARIES 
AT MOUNT CARMEL SINCE 1905 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our Lady of Mt Carmel, is served 
by the Congregation of the Missionaries of  

St. Charles – Scalabrinians – . 
We are an community of Catholic religious 

serving migrants and refugees of different cultures, 
religions and ethnicities in 32 countries. 

     The Congregation was founded in Italy  
on November 28, 1887, 

by Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini (1839-1905), 
bishop of Piacenza (Italy).  

     Our missionary focus is to be migrants 
with the migrants and to be in mission 

with people on the move, 
with a special priority for the poorest 

And neediest migrants. 

OUR	LADY	OF	MOUNT	CARMEL		—MISSION	STATEMENT	
We	are	a	faith	community	bound	by	the	Grace	of	God	the	Father	

who	adopted	us	all	as	beloved	children	through	Baptism.	
We	journey	as	brothers	and	sisters	

inspired	in	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,	nourished	with	the	Eucharist	
and	strengthened	by	the	love	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	

Encouraged	in	the	practice	of	our	Catholic	Tradition,	
we	experience	and	honor	the	maternal	protection	of	Our	Lady	of	Mount	Carmel	
while	joyfully	celebrating	the	religious	practices	of	our	ancestors	in	Faith.		

Heartened	by	the	zealous	ministry	of	the	Missionaries	of	St.	Charles	(Scalabrinians),	
we	strive	to	create	a	welcoming	space	were	justice	for	all	and	the	wellbeing	of	God’s	people	

become	the	inspiration	in	our		efforts	to	build	God’s	Kingdom.	
+++	

NUESTRA	SENORA	DEL	MONTE	CARMEL		—	VISIÓN	
Somos	una	comunidad	de	fe	vinculada	por	la	Gracia	de	Dios	Padre,	

que	nos	ha	adoptado	como	hijos	amados	por	el	Bautismo.	
Caminamos	como	hermanos	y	hermanas	

inspirados	en	el	Evangelio	de	Jesucristo,	nutridos	con	la	Eucaristı́a	
y	fortalecidos	por	el	amor	del	Espı́ritu	Santo.	

Alentados	en	la	práctica	de	nuestra	Tradición	Católica,	
experimentamos	y	honramos	a	la	protección	materna	de	Nuestra	Señora	del	Monte	Carmelo,	

celebrando	alegremente	las	prácticas	religiosas	de	nuestros	ancestros	en	la	Fe.	
Animados	por	el	celo	ministerial	de	los	Misioneros	de	San	Carlos	(Scalabrinianos),	
nos	esforzamos	por	crear	un	espacio	de	bienvenida	donde	la	justicia	para	todos	

y	el	bienestar	del	pueblo	de	Dios	nos	inspiran	en	nuestros	esfuerzos	para	construir	el	Reino	de	Dios.	



We encourage all to register 
at the Parish-Shrine.  

+  +  + 

Les invitamos a registrarse  
en el Santuario Parroquial. 

 

Support Staff  
 

Business Manager   
  Alexander Sanchez 708.345.3632 

 

Religious Education     
   Modesta Martinez 708.344.4140 
 

Activities Coordinator  
   Miguel Aldana 708.345.3632 
 

Music Coordinator   
   Ann Marie Nabor 708.579.5373 
 

Community Center Site Director 
  Pablo Cruz 708.345.3632 
 

Sacramental Life  
Confessions  Confesiones               
Saturdays—Sábados                   
4:00pm—5:00pm or by appointment/ o con cita. 
 

Baptisms  Bautizos            
Come to the parish office. Pase a la oficina parroquial.  
 

Weddings  Bodas               
Contact the priest at least six months in advance.  
Contactar al sacerdote seis meses antes de la ceremonia 
 

Quinceañera              
Contactar a la secretaria cuatro meses antes de la ceremonia. 
 

Presentaciones 
Contactar la Secretaria al menos dos semanas antes 
 

 Religious Services  
Recitation of the  Holy Rosary 
Mon—Sat at 7:00am 
 

Adoration  Adoración al Stmo. Sacramento    
Wednesdays 6:00pm—8:00pm 
 

Novena & Benediction         
Wednesday/Miércoles 7:30pm 
 

Grupo de Oración Carismática             
Martes a las 7:00pm 
 
 

Other Services  
Gift Shop Hours   Venta de Artículos Religiosos  
During the regular office hours. 
Durante las horas de oficina 
 
 

Community Center Centro Comunitario   
Social outreach Servicios a la comunidad  (708) 345 - 3632 
 

Food Pantry  Despensa de comida                                 
Wednesdays 4:00pm—6:00pm 
 
 

Religious Education—Catecismo 
Saturday - Sábados  3:30pm — 6:30pm  
Sunday - Domingos 10:00am—1:00pm 
   - Mass Included—Incluye la Misa 
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Church Services  For the Month of   
                         FEBRUARY 
 
 
February 10th Sat/Sab 
 
 - 7:00pm     Mardi Gras 
 
February 11th Sun/Dom 
 
            - Pledge Sunday in every Mass 
 - Promesa de donativos en todas las Misas 
 
 - 5:00pm     Unción de los Enfermos 
          Anointing of the Sick 
 
February 14th Mon/Lun              
 
     Ash Wednesday/ Miércoles de Ceniza 
 - 7:30am       English Mass 
 - 12:00pm     English Mass 
 - 3:30pm       Bilingual Service 
 - 5:00pm       Italian Mass 
 - 6:00pm       English Service 
 - 7:00pm       Servicio en Español 
 - 8:00pm       Misa en Español 
 - 9:00pm       Servicio en Español 
 
 

All Fridays of Lent 7:00pm  
Stations of the Cross  

(Trilingual) 
 
  

January 27 - January 28, 2018 

Regular Sunday Collection: $5,686.00 

Weekly Offering  

www.facebook.com/olmcparish 
or visit our Webpage: 

www.olmcparish.org  
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From	the	Pastor’s	Desk	
This Sunday, once again we contemplate a busy day of Jesus’ activities. We 
can admire that His day is full of many moments, circumstances and          
opportunities. Job's text helps us appreciate how Jesus explores and takes 
advantage of any space to do good. We see that the reading of Job and the 
Gospel have in common the appointment of a temporary bond. Both texts 
frame the time that passes: "The night drags on; I am filled with restlessness 
until the dawn", says Job; while Jesus does things at dusk or at dawn, when 
even it is still dark. We read that for Job it is a time of worry, of questions, of 

anguish, of negativity, to the point of thinking that his "eyes will never see happiness again". While 
this temporary space for Jesus is a space of encounter, of deep healing for the person, of solitude 
and of prayer. It is also for Jesus the opportunity for a new creation, prevailing on the evil spirits. 
This contrast takes root in our deep experience of time with moments and situations that are     
sometimes difficult and other times happier, fuller and richer in encounters. We take advantage of 
these readings that open the door to a reflection on the contents that on one hand provides            
elements and, on the other hand offers wisdom to live a meaningful life. Let us ask ourselves: "How 
does our faith enlighten, help and offer ways to take advantage of the contents and encounters in 
our life”? 

2018 Annual Catholic Appeal 
“Come, Follow Me” 

 
Please remember that the Annual Catholic Appeal is much different than a one-time special         

collection.  It is a pledge campaign where you can make a gift payable in installment                     
The ACA theme for 2018 is “Come, Follow Me.” 

Each pledge makes a difference because all parishes participate in the campaign and the gifts of 
many enable our Archdiocese to deliver needed ministries and services to answer Jesus’ call to 

“Come, Follow Me.”  
After our parish goal of $19,253.00 is reached in cash, 100% of any additional funds come back to 

our parish to help to fund our needs.   
If you received your pledge form in the mail, please complete it and mail it back or bring it to Mass 
next weekend. For those of you that did not receive a mailing or have not had time to respond to it, 

we will conduct our in-pew pledge process at all Masses. 
 

We ask that you and your family take a moment to pray                         
and come ready next week to make your family or personal commitment, 

and write your  PLEDGE to help meet our OLMC goal. 
 

Vi invitiamo a pregare e a prepararvi per impegnarvi generosamente          
a aiutarci con la vostra donazione a raggiungere  

la SOMMA che la diocesi ci chiede. 
 

Thank you, God Bless you 
Dio vi Benedica 
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The Golden Jubilee of the new church  
& the 125th Feast  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 10 at 7:00pm - ”Mardi Gras” 

Hosted by Altar & Rosary & Feast Committee 
 

March 9 at 6:00pm - St. Anthony annual Lenten Fish 
Hosted by St. Anthony Society 

 
March TBD at 6:00pm Lenten Evening of  

Recollection 
Hosted by Altar & Rosary 

 
April 21 at 6:30pm - Feast Kick Off Dinner 

Hosted by the Feast Committee 
 

May 5 at 7:00pm - “Cinco de Mayo” 
Hosted by Grupo Hispano 

 
June 10 - Golden Jubilee Mass & Ice Cream Social 

Hosted by the Scouts 

Celebrating the Jubilee OLMC 
We continue to journey with       

gratitude in our 50th anniversary of 
the consecration of our Church, and 
the 125th anniversary of the Feast 

and Procession venerating                   
Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  

We invite you to reserve your      
tickets for the Mardí Gras this  

upcoming Saturday,  
February 10, 2018  

at 7:00PM to join in our  
50th & 125th anniversary of  

our parish OLMC.   
Tickets are available in the office at 

$ 25.00 per person. 

INSTALLATION	OF	NEW	PASTOR	
	

Today,	February	4,	2018	at	1:30pm	
Mass,	Bishop	John	Manz	will	preside	
a	tri-lingual	celebration	in	which	

Fr.	Giovanni	Bizzotto,	c.s.																						
Will	be	installed	as	Pastor.	

We	pray	for	Fr.	Giovanni,	our	priest,	
and	one	another	so	we	may	continue	
together	in	this	Jubilee	year	building	

up	God’s	Kingdom.	

TAP	Ladder	Up	Program	
The	TAP	Ladder	Up	program	will	begin	
providing	free	tax	applications	for	
those	who	qualify	every	Saturday.		

Applications	will	be	done	in	our	Parish	
St.	Anthony’s	room.	Doors	will	open	at	
8:00a.m	on	a	ϐirst	come	ϐirst	served				
basis.	Please	bring	your	income							
statements,	social	security	card	or									
I-Tin	card,	photo	identiϐication	and												

bank	account	number.		
For	more	info	call	our																																						

Community	Center	at	(708)	345-3632.		
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Mensaje del Párroco 
En este domingo, una vez más, contemplamos una jornada programática de 
Jesús, en donde podemos admirar que está llena de muchos momentos,        
circunstancias y oportunidades.  Nos ayuda el texto de Job a apreciar como 
Jesús explora y aprovecha cualquier espacio para hacer el bien. Vemos que la 
lectura de Job y el evangelio tienen en común la cita de un vinculo temporal.  
Ambos textos enmarcan el tiempo que transcurre: “La noche se alarga y me 
canso de dar vueltas hasta que amanece”, dice Job; mientras Jesús hace cosas 
al anochecer o a la madrugada, cuando aún está oscuro.  Leemos que para Job 

es un tiempo de preocupación, de preguntas, de angustia, de negatividad, hasta el punto de pensar que 
sus “ojos no volverán a ver la dicha”.  Mientras que este espacio temporal para Jesús es un espacio de 
encuentro, de curación profunda de la persona, de soledad y de oración.  Es además para Jesús la 
oportunidad de una nueva creación, imponiéndose a los espíritus malos.  Este contraste arraiga en 
nuestra misma vivencia del tiempo con momentos y situaciones a veces difíciles y otras veces mas 
felices, plenas y ricas de encuentros.  Aprovechamos estas lecturas que nos abren la puerta a una     
reflexión sobre los contenidos que por un lado damos y por otro encontramos en nuestra vida.    
Preguntémonos: ¿”cómo nuestra fe ilumina, nos ayuda a vivir y a darle sentido más pleno a los      
contenidos y encuentros de nuestra vida”? 

Campaña Católica Anual 2018 
"Ven, sígueme" 

 
Por	favor,	recuerde	que	la	Campaña	Católica	Anual	es	muy	diferente	de	una	colecta	especial	que	

ocurre	una	sola	vez.		Esta	es	una	campaña	de	promesas	de	donativos		
en	la	cual	usted	puede	hacer	un	donativo	a	pagar	en	plazos.		 	

El	tema	de	la	CCA	para	2018	es	"Ven,	sıǵueme."	
Cada	promesa	de	donativo	hace	una	diferencia,	porque	todas	las	parroquias	participan	en	la	
campaña	y	los	donativos	de	muchos	permiten	a	nuestra	arquidiócesis	ofrecer	los	ministerios	y	

los	servicios	que	son	tan	necesarios	para	responder	al	llamado	de	Jesús.	“Ven,	sıǵueme”		
Después	de	alcanzar	nuestra	meta	parroquial	de	$19,253.00	en	efectivo,	el	100%	de	cualquier	

fondo			adicional	que	se	recaude	regresará	a	nuestra	parroquia	para	ayudar	a		
cubrir	nuestras	necesidades.			

Si	usted	ya	recibió	un	sobre	de	promesa	en	el	correo,	por	favor	llénelo	y	devuélvalo	por	correo,	o									
tráigalo	con	usted	a	misa	el	próximo	ϐin	de	semana.		Para	aquellos	que	no	recibieron	la	carta	o	
no	han	tenido	tiempo	de	responder,	conduciremos	nuestro	proceso	de	solicitud	de	donativos	en	

las	bancas	durante	todas	las	misas.	
	

Los	invito	como	familia	y	persona	a	tomarse	un	momento	de	oración	y	venir	
preparado	el	próximo	domingo	para	comprometerse	a	escribir	su	generosa	

APORTACION	para	que	podamos	alcanzar	nuestra	meta	parroquial.	
Gracias,	y	que	Dios	me	los	bendiga.	
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Jubileo de Oro y 125 Aniversario de la  
Fiesta de Ntra. Sra. Del Monte Carmelo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Febrero 10 (7pm) - Fiesta de Mardi Gras 
Organizado por el Comité de Altar y Rosario, y el 

Comité de la Fiesta. 
 

Marzo 9 (6pm) - Fiesta Anual de Pescado Frito 
Organizado por la Asociación de San Antonio 

 
Marzo TBD (6pm)- Noche de Reflexión Cuaresmal 

Organizado por el Comité, Altar y Rosario 
 

Abril 21 (6:30pm) - Cena de Inauguración  
de la Fiesta 

Organizado por el Comité de Fiesta 
 

Mayo 5 (7pm) - Fiesta de Cinco de mayo 
Organizado por el Grupo Hispano 

 
Junio 10 - Misa de Jubileo y Convivio 

Organizado por las niñas y niños exploradores 

Celebrando los Jubileos 
OLMC 

Continuamos a caminar con gratitud 
en este Año Jubilar para el                     

50º Aniversario de consagración de la 
Iglesia y el 125º Aniversario de la     

veneración y procesion de la            
Virgen del Monte Carmelo 

 
Los invito a reservar los boletos para 
el Mardí Gras este próximo sábado, 

 Febrero 10, 2018 a las 7:00PM  
para unirse a nuestro gozo de 50º y 

125º  de Aniversario en el Jubileo de 
OLMC.   

 
Boletos en la notaria  
$ 25.00 por persona. 

El	programa	para	impuestos	gratuitos	
TAP	sera	todos	los		Sábados		
en	el	salón	San	Antonio.		

Las	puertas	abrirán	a	las		8:00	a.m.		
Se	atenderá	por	orden	de	llegada.		

Por	favor	traer	sus	estados	de	ingresos,	
tarjeta	de	seguro	social	o	I-Tin,									

identiϐicación	y	número		
de	cuenta	de	banco.		

Para	más	información	contacte	al						
centro	comunitario:		

Casa	Esperanza	al	(708)	345-3632		
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Quinta	 Domenica	 del	 T.	 O.	 Ciclo	 "B”	 —	 Continuando	 a	 descrivere	 la	
giornata	 di	Gesù	 a	 Cafarnao	 (Mc.	 1,21-29),	Marco	 riϐlette	 sulla	 relazione	
fra	l’autorità	taumaturgica	del	messia	e	il	risveglio	della	fede.	Gesù,	venuto	
a	 guarire	 i	 corpi	 e	 le	 anime,	 spera	 di	 suscitare	 come	 risposta	 l’impegno	
totale	della	fede.	
La	 guarigione	 della	 suocera	 di	 Pietro	 non	 suggerisce	 soltanto	 lo											
straordinario	 potere	 del	 Cristo	 su	 un	 corpo	 malato.	 Attraverso	 questo				

racconto	breve	ed	incisivo	Marco	vuole	mettere	in	luce	il	signiϐicato	generale	dei	miracoli:	la	guarigione	
dei	corpi	mira	alla	guarigione	del	cuore.	L’episodio	contiene	dunque	un’esortazione	morale	valida	per	
ogni	 credente:	 una	 volta	 liberati	 dalle	 strette	 del	 male	 e	 riacquistate	 le	 proprie	 forze	 in	 seguito										
all’intervento	 della	 potenza	 di	 Gesù,	 bisogna	 seguire	 l’esempio	 della	 suocera	 di	 Pietro,	 che	 si	 mette						
immediatamente	a	servire	il	Signore.	
Ma	quanta	fatica	facciamo	a	portarsi	a	questo	livello	di	fede	viva	e	puriϐicati!	L’entusiasmo	di	fronte	ad	
un	 guaritore	 provvidenziale	 è	 spesso	 ambiguo.	 Tutti	 gli	 storpi,	 gli	 ammalati	 e	 gli	 indemoniati	 di													
Cafarnao—	una	vera	corte	degli	ammalati	—	fanno	ressa	davanti	alla	casa	di	Simone	e	di	Andrea.	Ma	
Gesù	si	rende	conto	che	tutti	costoro	non	vedono	in	lui	altro		che	un	uomo	capace	di	compiere	prodigi,	e	
si	 allontana	di	 là,	 rifugiandosi	 nella	 solitudine	 e	nella	preghiera,	 alla	 ricerca	del	 vero	 signiϐicato	della	
propria	missione:	 il	 suo	 compito	 non	 è	 forse,	 prima	 di	 tutto,	 quello	 si	 seminare	 la	 Parola	 (Mc	 4,3).	 I	
miracoli	 sono	 semplicemente	 le	 lettere	 di	 credito	 del	 messaggero:	 ciò	 che	 conta	 è	 la	 sua	 Parola.	 Da					
questa,	 e	 non	 dai	miracoli,	 dobbiamo	 lasciarci	 convertire.	 Oggi	 assisteremo	 difϐicilmente	 a	 guarigioni	
miracolose,	ma	 non	 sono	 venute	meno	 le	 occasioni	 di	 aprire	 il	 cuore	 alla	 potenza	 rinnovatrice	 della						
Parola	ed	è	questo	che	conta.	
La	preghiera	e	l’impegno	—	Gesù	fa	i	primi	passi	nel	suo	ministero,	secondo	il	piano	del	Padre;	e	perché	
il	suo	insegnamento,	la	sua	vita	e	il	suo	stesso	successo	siano	veramente	secondo	il	disegno	del	Padre,	si	
ritira	 spesso	 in	 solitudine	 a	 pregare.	 La	 comunione	 di	 Gesù	 con	 gli	 uomini,	 è	 il	 segno	 della	 sua															
comunione	profonda	col	Padre.	E	la	nostra	indifferenza	per	gli	altri	è	forse	un	sintomo	del	nostro	riϐiuto	
di	Dio.	L’Eucarestia	ci	offre	simultaneamente	la	comunione	con	Dio	e	con	l’umanità.	

Fr.	Feccia’s	Reϐlection	

Celebrando i Giubilei OLMC 
Camminiano con gratitudine in questo 

anno Giubilare del 50º anniversario 
della consacrazione della parrocchia e 
della 125º anniversario della Festa e 

processione della                            
Madonna del Carmine.  

Per questo prossimo sabato vi              
invitiamo a riservare i biglietti per il 
Mardí Gras, Febbraio 10, 2018 alle 

7:00PM per unirvi alla nostra gioia del 
50th e 125th  anniversario di  

Giubileo di OLMC.   
Biglietti in canonica  
$ 25.00 per persona. 

INSTALLAZIONE	DEL		
NUEVO	PARROCO	

Oggi	4	di	Febbraio	alle	1:30pm	
Il	Vescovo	John	Manz	presidierà	la	

Messa,	trilingue,	nella	quale														
ufϐicialmente	installarà																												

P.	GIOVANNI	BIZZOTTO,	c.s.	come	
nostro	parroco.			

Preghiamo	perchè	assieme	ai	nostri	
sacerdoti	in	quest’anno	GIUBILARE	

possiamo		assieme	costruire																
il	Regno	di	Dio.	

	



PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
WHO ARE ILL OR INFIRMED : Mass Intentions 

Rest In Peace 

† Francisco Galindo Ocegueda 

Linda Bandy    
Mary Donato  

Judith Escamilla  
Jacob Duda   

Kristie Goldi 
Linna Goldi  

Susan Humpf 
Vandy Liala  
Ethan Maidl  

Joseph Pulido  
Lauren Rendi  
Luke Westrick  

Ann Yench  
Alexandra Vitali 

Anna Baffa 
Jan Clark 

Sara Zonca 
Nancy Oshea 

Madeline Vittori 
Nico Felice 

Emilio Scalzitti 
Nell Baker 

Fabiola Pintor 
Isabel Pintor 

Marie Torchia 
Kelly Ann Haymaker 
Macy Grace Giacone 

Josephine Grasso 
June Stellato 
Conny Rico 
John Sepka 

Melacia Nuñez 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3                                                                             WEEKDAY 
  7:30 am  † Joseph A. Silvestri by Sister Jeanne & Don Tinucci 
  5:30 pm  † Florence Perez by Husband & Twins 
 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4                                      FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
  7:45 am  †  
  9:00 am  † 
10:30 am  † Theresa Johnson 
  † Rita Longo by Biagio Longo 
12:00 pm  †  
  1:30 pm  † 
  5:00 pm  † 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5                                                                         SAINT AGATHA 
  7:30 am  † 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6                                                                    SAINT PAUL MIKI 
  7:30 am  † 
  6:30 pm  †  
WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 7                                                                          WEEKDAY 
  7:30 am  † 
  7:30 pm  NOVENA 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8                                                                             WEEKDAY 
  7:30 am  † 
  6:30 pm  † 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9                                                                                   WEEKDAY  
  7:30 am  † 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10                                                        SAINT SCHOLASTICA 
  7:30 am  † 
  5:30 pm  † 
 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11                                    SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
  7:45 am  †  
  9:00 am  † 
10:30 am  † 
12:00 pm  † Earl Pionto by Children  
  1:30 pm  † 
  5:00 pm  † 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 We’re reading St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians these days. What was Corinth like? It had a       
beautiful setting on an isthmus, about fifty miles from Athens. The location makes for very easy          

exchange by sea routes between Greece and Italy, a factor in its economic success even today. In Paul’s 
day it was a cosmopolitan and wealthy city with inhabitants drawn from all over the world, including a 
sizeable Jewish community. When Paul arrived about the year 50, the city was only about a century old, 

but already five times the size of Athens. Paul lived in Corinth for a year and a half, and a few years    
later came back for three months. The community of Christians there struggled against the influence of 

a very secular and self-indulgent society that was blind to the plight of the poor. Pagan attitudes afflicted 
the community, which had a way of breaking Paul’s heart; he wrote to them sometimes “with many 

tears” (2 Corinthians 2:4). 
 Today, Corinth is a small industrial city. Its historic core has been destroyed by a series of earthquakes 

over the centuries, and what little remained was totally obliterated in a war with Turkey in the 1820s. 
There’s a core city with glamorous shops to catch the tourists, but it is mainly a cargo port, with piles of 
marble, tiles, and minerals everywhere, a huge oil refinery nearby, a busy canal, a modern fast rail line to 

Athens, and a meeting point of major highways. Today, the remains of the Temple of Apollo and the   
marketplace are more ruined than most such sites. The glory of the city Paul knew well has faded, but the 

relevance of his words shines through the centuries. 
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