
 
Staff 

Pastor 
     -Fr. Miguel Alvarez, C.S.  
 
Associate Pastors  
     -Fr. Augusto Feccia, C.S.  
     -Fr. Juan F. Aguiar C.S.  
 
Parish Deacons  
     -John Battisto  
     -Giulio Camerini  
     -Jose Ramon Arenas 
  
Secretaries  
     - Nancy Diaz  
     - Daniel Michel  

 
Office Hours  

 
 Sunday  

-8:00am—3:00pm 
 
 Tuesday– Friday  

-8:30am—8:30pm 
  

Saturday  
-8:30am — 1:00pm 
-2:00pm—5:30pm 

 
 Monday  

- We’re Closed  

 
Sunday Mass Schedule  

 5:30pm - Sat. Vigil Mass 
  7:45am - English  
 9:00am - Español  
          10:30am - Italiano 
          12:00pm - English  
           1:30pm -  Español  
 5:00pm - Español  
 

Weekly Mass Schedule  
 

English  
     -Monday - Saturday at 7:45am  
 

Español  
     -Martes y Jueves a las 6:30pm 
 

Italiano  
     -Sotto richiesta  

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish-Shrine 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sunday, February 12th, 2017 

The Italian National Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago  
Served by The Missionaries of Saint Charles – Scalabrinians 

1101 N 23rd Ave - Melrose Park - IL– 60160 
P (708) 344 4140 — F (708)344 0902 



FEBRUARY 12, 2017                                                     SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

OUR	LADY	OF	MOUNT	CARMEL		—MISSION	STATEMENT	We	are	a	faith	community	bound	by	the	Grace	of	God	the	Father	who	adopted	us	all	as	beloved	children	through	Baptism.	We	journey	as	brothers	and	sisters	inspired	in	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,	nourished	with	the	Eucharist	and	strengthened	by	the	love	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Encouraged	in	the	practice	of	our	Catholic	Tradition,	we	experience	and	honor	the	maternal	protection	of	Our	Lady	of	Mount	Carmel	while	joyfully	celebrating	the	religious	practices	of	our	ancestors	in	Faith.		Heartened	by	the	zealous	ministry	of	the	Missionaries	of	St.	Charles	(Scalabrinians),	we	strive	to	create	a	welcoming	space	were	justice	for	all	and	the	wellbeing	of	God’s	people	become	the	inspiration	in	our		efforts	to	build	God’s	Kingdom.	
+	+	+	

NUESTRA	SENORA	DEL	MONTE	CARMEL		—	VISIÓN	Somos	una	comunidad	de	fe	vinculada	por	la	Gracia	de	Dios	Padre,	que	nos	ha	adoptado	como	hijos	amados	por	el	Bautismo.	Caminamos	como	hermanos	y	hermanas	inspirados	en	el	Evangelio	de	Jesucristo,	nutridos	con	la	Eucaristı́a	y	fortalecidos	por	el	amor	del	Espı́ritu	Santo.	Alentados	en	la	práctica	de	nuestra	Tradición	Católica,	experimentamos	y	honramos	a	la	protección	materna	de	Nuestra	Señora	del	Monte	Carmelo,	celebrando	alegremente	las	prácticas	religiosas	de	nuestros	ancestros	en	la	Fe.	Animados	por	el	celo	ministerial	de	los	Misioneros	de	San	Carlos	(Scalabrinianos),	nos	esforzamos	por	crear	un	espacio	de	bienvenida	donde	la	justicia	para	todos	y	el	bienestar	del	pueblo	de	Dios	nos	inspiran	en	nuestros	esfuerzos	para	construir	el	Reino	de	Dios.	

THE SCALABRINIAN MISSIONARIES 
AT MOUNT CARMEL SINCE 1905 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our Lady of Mt Carmel, is served 
by the Congregation of the Missionaries of St. 

Charles – Scalabrinians – . 
We are an community of Catholic religious 

serving migrants and refugees of different cultures, 
religions and ethnicities in 32 countries. 

     The Congregation was founded in Italy  
on November 28, 1887, 

by Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini (1839-1905), 
bishop of Piacenza (Italy).  

     Our missionary focus is to be migrants 
with the migrants and to be in mission 

with people on the move, 
with a special priority for the poorest 

And neediest migrants. 



We encourage all to register 
at the Parish-Shrine.  

+  +  + 

Les invitamos a registrarse  
en el Santuario Parroquial. 

 

Support Staff  
 

Business Manager   
  Alexander Sanchez 708.345.3632 

 

Religious Education     
   Modesta Martinez 708.344.4140 
 

Activities Coordinator  
   Miguel Aldana 708.345.3632 
 

Music Coordinator   
   Ann Marie Nabor 708.579.5373 
 

Community Center Site Director 
  Pablo Cruz 708.345.3632 
 

Sacramental Life  
Confessions  Confesiones               
Saturdays—Sábados                   
4:00pm—5:30pm or by appointment/ o con cita. 
 

Baptisms  Bautizos            
Come to the parish office. Pase a la oficina parroquial.  
 

Weddings  Bodas               
Contact the priest at least six months in advance.  
Contactar al sacerdote seis meses antes de la ceremonia 
 

Quinceañera              
Contactar a la secretaria cuatro meses antes de la ceremonia. 
 

Presentaciones 
Contactar la Secretaria al menos dos semanas antes 
 

 Religious Services  
Recitation of the  Holy Rosary 
Mon—Sat at 7:00am 
 

Adoration  Adoración al Stmo. Sacramento    
Wednesdays 6:00pm—8:00pm 
 

Novena & Benediction         
Wednesday/Miércoles 7:30pm 
 

Grupo de Oración Carismática             
Martes a las 7:00pm 
 
 

Other Services  
Gift Shop Hours   Venta de Artículos Religiosos  
During the regular office hours. 
Durante las horas de oficina 
 
 

Community Center Centro Comunitario   
Social outreach Servicios a la comunidad  (708) 345 - 3632 
 

Food Pantry  Despensa de comida                                 
Wednesdays 4:00pm—6:00pm 
 
 

Religious Education—Catecismo 
Saturday - Sábados  3:30pm — 6:30pm  
Sunday - Domingos 10:00am—1:00pm 
   - Mass Included—Incluye la Misa 
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Church Services  

Weekly Offering  

February 4 – February 5, 2017 
Regular Sunday Collection: $5,753.50 

Special Collection: $4,336.00 
Children: $389.00  

For the Month of     FEBRUARY 
 
Feb 11 Sat/Sab 
 11:00am Mass for Anointing of Sick 
 
 3:00pm Misa de Uncion de los Enfermos 
 
 
Feb 25 Sat/Sab 
 10:00am Retiro Parroquial 

 4:00pm Misa St. Toribio 

 
Feb 27 Mon/Lun                                                                  
 7:30pm Misa por la Paz 

  

Monday/Lunes 
5:30pm Clases de Guitarra  
 
Tuesdays / Martes  
6:30pm Ballet Folkorico  
7:00pm Grupo de Oracion 
7:00pm Eng. Choir Practice   
 
Wednesday/ Miercoles  
6:30pm Ballet Folkorico  
7:00pm Men of Mt. Carmel 
7:00pm OLMC Fitness Club 

Thursday/Jueves  
6:30pm Ballet Folkorico  
 
Friday/Viernes  
7:30pm Practica de Coros  
7:00pm Matrimonios con   
           Proposito  
7:00pm Jornadas Matrimonial-
es  
7:00pm Boys/Girls Scouts  
7:00pm Jovenes para Cristo  
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
No doubt, our Call-to-Service Sunday was a true success. Many people who 
come to Church and worship with us decided to take a step forward and sign up 
for one of the many ministries we have a need in our Parish. It is truly wonderful 
to experience how many members of our Faith Family suddenly felt the call to 
volunteer and serve. I am convinced it is the Lord touching the hearts of our pa-
rishioners to enhance our liturgical services, our prayer and spiritual life, our so-
cial services and pastoral groups. I know well that our Christian Life is even 
more productive once we move from a passive into an active role in our commu-
nity. 
 Many pleasing things are already happening here in our Parish-Shrine. No 
doubt the strong commitment of our volunteers makes it possible for me, as Pas-
tor, to carry out the mission entrusted with serenity and confidence. I thank those 
whose incredible service has been a precious aid since day one of my appoint-
ment as Pastor and Rector of this wonderful place. I am also confident that those 
who signed up and volunteered for a particular ministry, during our invitation 
two Sundays ago, will discover the joy of service and the incredible blessing of 

becoming part of a team of believers whose aim in life is that of making out of our church an even greater 
place. It is an amazing reality, that of God in need of our human help in order for the Kingdom to be estab-
lished in the world; however, once we say Yes! and begin doing the little we can, the Lord takes advantage and 
does the rest. It is through our littleness that God accomplishes greatness, it is in our attempts that God reaches 
fulfilment and it is from our bewilderment that God achieves unexpected Graces. 
 In the next few weeks we will be holding a general meeting where all those who wish to become dy-
namic members in our mission will be summoned and receive the necessary information to become active. 
Once again, I thank each and every one of you. I know your willingness will be highly rewarded by the One 
whose Providence is abundant. Please, remember how important it is to continue united in prayer. Even if you 
feel your personal situation does not allow you to participate in one of our ministry choices, you can still unite 
with us in prayer and ask the Lord to continue showering our Community with all the necessary blessings. 
Adsum, 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish & Shrine 
Altar & Rosary 

LENTEN EVENING OF RECOLLECTION 
 

Friar Johnpaul Cafiero, OBM 
When: Thursday, March 9th, 2017 

Mass at 6:00pm / Followed by Dinner & Reflection 

Where: O.L.M.C. Gym  
22nd and Cortez st. Melrose Park 

$15.00 Donation 

Thank You, thank you, thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 
On behalf of the Fathers of St. Charles   
Scalabrinians, I would like to express my 
deep and heartfelt gratitude for your     
generous contribution this past weekend. 
Your support for the work we do for       
migrants and refugees around the world is 
very meaningful in these trying times. We 
were able to collect $4,336.00.   
I greatly appreciate your kindness to our 
ministry.    

     Blessings, 

     Rev. Miguel Alvarez, c.s. 
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Pilgrimage to St. Martha Church 
On Sunday, February 26, some members of Altar 

& Rosary will be going on a pilgrimage to St. Mar-
tha’s Church in Morton Grove.  They will depart 
Our    Lady of Mt. Carmel at 10:00 am in order to 

attend 11:00 am mass and a tour by Fr. O’Neil, 
Pastor of St. Martha’s.   

The church is home to over 1500 relics, statues, 
and other religious artifacts which go back centu-
ries. Their collection even includes hair from the 

Blessed Mother.  After the tour, there will be a stop 
for lunch before heading back to Mt. Carmel, 
which should be at approximately 3:30 pm.  

Total cost of the pilgrimage will depend on how 
many people are going and if we need to rent a 

bus.   Currently we have access to a 16 passenger 
van and several members offered to drive and take 
people with them.  If we have enough drivers, the 
only cost will be a collection to give Fr. O’Neil for 

St. Martha’s.  Lunch will be on your own. 

If you are interested in going on this pilgrimage, 
please call Lucia at 312/860-2530 or the rectory at 

708/344-4140 as soon as possible.  

 Also, let me know if you will be driving, or if you 
need a ride. 

CHOICE 
 “If you choose you can keep the             
commandments,” Sirach tells us. God “has set 
before you fire and water; to whichever you 
choose, stretch forth your hand” (Sirach 15:15, 
16). This is a great mystery: God does not     
control us so completely that we cannot choose 
our own path. We have certain boundaries, of 
course, but no one but we can choose our way 
within those boundaries. 
 In today’s reading from Matthew’s Gospel, 
Jesus reminds us of our freedom and our        
responsibility for our lives. He calls us to look 
beyond the words of the commandments, all the 
way to their meaning. Look beyond the adultery 
to the selfishness that poisons our love. Look 
beyond the murder to the anger that eats away 
at our compassion. Look beyond the perjured 
testimony to the lies and deception that drive 
our behavior.  
 Our vocation is to choose life for ourselves, 
and to choose a path through our part of the 
world that helps make life possible and more 
abundant for others as well.  
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Mensaje del Párroco 
Hace dos semanas celebramos el domingo del Llamado-al-Servicio, quiero decir que 
el resultado de esta invitación fue mucho más numeroso de lo que originalmente    
habíamos pensado. La idea es poder involucrar a muchos más voluntarios en el 
quehacer misionero de la Parroquia. Es interesante ver como algunos de ustedes, al 
inscribirse en algún equipo o comité o grupo parroquial, manifestaron su deseo de dar 
un paso hacia adelante en el compromiso Cristiano. Solamente cuando los creyentes 
en Cristo decidamos pasar de una actitud pasiva a una involucración activa en nues-
tras comunidades de Fe, la Iglesia se volverá más efectiva en su tarea de construir el 
Reino de los Cielos acá en la tierra. 
 Desde mi llegada a este Santuario Parroquial, he contado con la buena volun-
tad y el compromiso decidido de muchos de ustedes. Gracias a su tiempo y su talento, 
he logrado sacar adelante la tarea encomendada cuando me instalaron como Párroco y 
Rector de este lugar. Desde hace algún tiempo veníamos considerando la idea de    
hacer una invitación general, de tal manera que aquellos que asisten a nuestras       

celebraciones dominicales, pudieran involucrarse más activamente en la actividad misionera que estamos     
llevando a cabo. Estoy convencido que la actividad que realizamos hace quince días invitándoles a ser parte de 
nuestra vida y quehacer misionero ahora nos enriquece a todos. Nosotros los que ya estamos haciendo algo en 
la Iglesia ahora tendremos la ayuda muchos más, y ustedes los que decidieron inscribirse, tendrán la posibili-
dad de experimentar en sus vidas la generosidad de Dios que no se queda con aquello que le ofrecemos, por el 
contrario, lo regresa a nosotros multiplicado. Avancemos pues, siendo testigos de cómo el Señor con nuestra 
buena voluntad será capaz de hacer maravillas y celebremos el hecho que, al hacernos parte de su equipo, Dios 
sabrá bendecirnos con abundancia y en nuestro quehacer, bendecirá a tantos otros. 
 Dentro de poco tendremos una reunión con todos los nuevos voluntarios, queremos tener la oportunidad 
de conocernos y explicarles con detalle de que se tratan las distintas actividades que van a estar realizando con 
nosotros. A quienes por algún motivo no pudieron hacerse parte de nuestro grupo de voluntarios, les pedimos 
que se unan en oración por el buen éxito de nuestro trabajo aquí en el Monte Carmelo. La plegaria de todos  
será sin duda la manera más adecuada de alcanzar el corazón de Dios y lograr que nos siga fortaleciendo en 
nuestros esfuerzos por construir s Reino aquí en la tierra. 
Adsum, 

Gracias, gracias, muchas gracias! 
 

         
 
 
 
 De parte de los Padres Scalabrinianos, me 
gustaria expresar mi mas profundo 
agradacimiento por su contribucion la     
semana pasada. Su apoyo, para el trabajo 
de los migrantes y refugiados alrededor del 
mundo es muy significante en estos       
momentos de necesidad. Pudimos recaudar 
$4,336.00. Realmente agradesco su        
generosidad a nuestro ministerio. 
 
   Bendiciones, 
   Rev. Miguel Alvarez, c.s. 
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TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 
 El siglo pasado en la década de los 70s, un 
joven mexicano cruzaba el desierto fronterizo 
entre México y Estados Unidos. Un sacerdote lo 
encontró y se ofreció a cruzarlo en su camioneta 
a Estados Unidos. El sacerdote le dijo que si     
regresaba a su tierra lo estaría esperando en Santa 
Ana de Guadalupe, un pequeño rancho cerca de 
Jalostotitlán, en la región de Los Altos de Jalisco, 
México. 
 Con el tiempo, el joven regresó a México y 
fue en busca de su buen samaritano. Preguntan-
do por él, la gente del pueblo lo llevó a una     
capilla donde se sorprendió al ver la foto de su 
bienhechor en la tumba de santo Toribio Romo. 
 Muchos inmigrantes que relatan lo mismo 
acerca de un sacerdote o buen samaritano que 
rescata indocumentados en el desierto,            
alimentándolos, llevándolos a Estados Unidos, 
incluso, diciéndoles dónde encontrar trabajo. 
 En 1928, Toribio Romo fue asesinado a la 
edad de 28 años durante “La Cristiana” (1926–
1929). Este joven sacerdote murió a manos de un 
gobierno cruel que no sabia respetar los derechos 
humanos. Ahora como santo se dedica a ayudar 
a los pobres que sufren a causa de leyes            
inmigratorias que tampoco respetan los derechos 
humanos. 

TÚ DECIDES 
 “Si tú lo quieres, puedes guardar los manda-
mientos”, nos dice Eclesiástico (Sirácide). Dios “ha 
puesto delante de ti fuego y agua; extiende la 
mano a lo que quieras” (Eclo 15:15, 16). Este es un 
gran misterio: Dios no nos controla tan completa-
mente que no podemos elegir nuestro propio    
camino. Es cierto que tenemos límites, pero nadie 
sino nosotros mismos podemos elegir el camino 
dentro de esos límites. 
 En la lectura de hoy del Evangelio según san 
Mateo, Jesús nos recuerda que somos libres y    
responsables de nuestra vida. Nos llama a ir más 
allá de las palabras de los mandamientos para    
considerar su significado. Si vas más allá del      
adulterio verás el egoísmo que envenena nuestro 
amor. Si vas más allá del asesinato verás la ira que 
corroe nuestra compasión. Si vas más allá del falso 
testimonio (perjurio) verás las mentiras y engaños 
que producen este comportamiento.  
 Nuestra vocación es elegir la vida para nosotros 
mismos, y tomar un camino a través de nuestro 
mundo que haga la vida posible y más abundante 
para otros también. 
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Fr. Feccia’s Reflection 
Sesta domenica—ciclo A. Il vangelo è chiaro: esiste una legge del Cristo, e 
questa legge è nuova. Essa non abolisce l’antica, ma la porta a compimento, 
esigendo un’adesione profonda, al di là dei gesti formali, e una giustizia più 
radicale di quella degli scribi e dei farisei. Gesù chiama a superare la lettera 
della legge per condurre una vita di fede autentica. 
Per Lui, tutto si gioca al livello del cuore dell’uomo. È proibita la collera verso 
il fratello, perché racchiude già il germe dell’omicidio. È proibito accogliere in 
sé anche solo il desiderio di possedere una donna altrui: ci sono sguardi che 

infangano quanto un adulterio. salvo il caso di unione illegittima, è proibito il ripudio della moglie da parte del 
marito: questo gesto non può nascere che dalla durezza del cuore (Mt.19,8). Sono proibiti i giuramenti veri o 
falsi che siano: l’uomo deve dare la sua parola e mettersi ad essa con lealtà totale. Se pensavamo che il vange-
lo non fosse che dolcezza, consolazione, indulgenza, eccoci di fronte ad esigenze senza precedenti, con l’im-
pressione di essere stati presi in trappola. È normale la nostra sorpresa, e persino una certa indignazione: anche 
gli apostoli hanno reagito così, in un’altra occasione, quando Gesù ha dichiarato in modo altrettanto brusco, 
che i ricchi non sono adatti al regno: «E chi mai si può salvare?» (Mc 10, 26). Forse qualche spirito eroico, ma 
non certo i peccatori come noi. 
«Senza di me non potete fare nulla» (Giov.15,5). Non è possibile rispondere alle esigenze della morale cristia-
na senza il sostegno di una vita mistica: quella della nostra unione con Cristo, del nostro essere innestati sulla 
sua persona, fonte del volere e del fare. Lo sguardo di tenerezza che egli posa su di noi ci fa scoprire che senza 
di lui non possiamo fare nulla, ma che con lui e in lui tutto diventa possibile. Chiederci in ogni circostanza co-
me si comporterebbe il Cristo è ormai il modo personale, per ciascuno di noi, di osservare la legge. 
Siamo tutti figli di Dio—L’idolo che vogliamo servire e al quale siamo fedeli (il nostro “buon Dio”), non as-
somiglia affatto al Dio del vangelo. Noi vogliamo un Dio indulgente coi buoni e severo coi cattivi, un Dio che 
dia ragione alle nostre discriminazioni e distinzioni. Tutte le differenze, anche le più enormi che noi stabiliamo 
fra gli uomini, sono irrilevanti o non esistono agli occhi di Dio. A tutti, senza distinzioni, egli stabilisce i segni 
del suo amore. È questo il motivo per cui, come figli di uno stesso Padre, non possiamo più tener conto delle 
distinzioni, neppure fra cristiani e non-cristiani, fra credenti e atei, fra buoni e cattivi. Tutti sono figli di mio 
Padre, quindi miei fratelli. 

Un passo avanti nella fraternità 
Le parole di Gesù invitano il cristiano a qualcosa «di 
più», a fare un passo avanti nella fraternità. Non basta 
non uccidere il fratello, occorre rispettarlo, non pren-
derlo alla leggera, non sentirsi superiore a lui. Si può 
uccidere con le parole, con un giudizio duro, con un 
atteggiamento sprezzante. Si può uccidere il fratello 
relegandolo nell'isolamento, spegnendo il suo entusi-
asmo e i suoi progetti di bene, non permettendogli di 
esprimersi liberamente. Gli emarginati, gli anziani dei 
ricoveri, i deboli mentali, «i lontani» sono uccisi dal 
nostro crudele disinteresse, dal nostro isolamento, dal 
nostro dito puntato... Non si può onorare Dio se il fra-
tello è disonorato, perché Dio è in ogni fratello che in-
contriamo, specialmente nei poveri, nei piccoli, negli 
umili, nei disprezzati, in quelli che noi, a volte, chi-
amiamo cretini («raca»)... 



PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
WHO ARE ILL OR INFIRMED : Mass Intentions 

Linda Bandy   
Antonela De Biasio   

Mary Donato  
Judith Escamilla  

Jacob Duda   
Kristie Goldi 
Linna Goldi  

Susan Humpf 
Carol Maioni 
Vandy Liala  
Ethan Maidl  

Joseph Pulido  
Lauren Rendi  
Bobby J. Villa  
Luke Westrick  

Ann Yench  
Alexandra Vitali 

Vicki Parisi 
Ken Douglas 

Michael Turso 
Anna Baffa 
Jan Clark 

Sara Zonca 
Nancy Oshea 

Madeline Vittori 
Victor Mejia Jr. 

Nico Felice 
Emelio Scalzitti 

Nell Baker 

† Marcos Gomez 

Rest In Peace 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11                                                                           WEEKDAY                                         
  7:30 am  †  
  5:30 pm  †  
 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12                                    SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 7:45 am   Nello Di Domenico by Carmen Di Domenico 
  9:00 am  †  
10:30 am  † Martha & Giacondo Siliquini by Daughter & Son in law 
12:00 pm  † Maryann Ciaccio Wilezewski by St. Joseph Academy  
  1:30 pm  † 
  5:00 pm  † 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13                                                                               WEEKDAY                               
  7:30 am  † 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14                          SAINTS CYRIL, MONK, AND METHODIUS                        
  7:30 am  † Ralph & Grace Doyle by Grandchildren 
  † Lino Rauzi by Wife & Family 
  6:30 pm  †   
WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY 15                                                                      WEEKDAY 
  7:30 am  †  
  7:30 pm NOVENA 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16                                                                           WEEKDAY 
  7:30 am  † 
  6:30 pm  † 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17                                                                                 WEEKDAY 
  7:30 am  † 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18                                                                           WEEKDAY                                         
  7:30 am  †  
  5:30 pm  Guissepe & Lucca Mariconda by Family 
 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19                             SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 7:45 am   † 
  9:00 am  †  
10:30 am  †  
12:00 pm  † 
  1:30 pm  † 
  5:00 pm  † 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 By the early 1950s some scholars were calling for the restoration of Communion of the faithful on 
Good Friday, since by then only a priest received, consuming the host from the Holy Thursday repository. 
In 1955 the new Good Friday liturgy was timed to begin at three o’clock everywhere, and included the   
option of Holy Communion, but without the Precious Blood that had originally been part of the liturgy. 
Today, there is increasing debate among theologians. Some feel that it would be better to fast from the 
Eucharist on Good Friday, focusing on the mystery of the cross and highlighting the Easter Communion. 
Others say that this Communion infuses the sadness of the day with awareness of Christ’s victory. It is not 
a day of mourning, of course, and the Passion according to John grounds the liturgy in a sense of Christ’s 
victory over death and the triumph of the cross. The tradition is rich and varied, and we are still in the early 
stages of recovering an ancient way of doing things. 
 Why do we call the day “good”? The English and Dutch languages share this name, and its origin stems 
from the name “God’s Friday.” The traditional name for the day in 
Latin is Feria VI in Parasceve, which translates as “The Sixth Day of the 
Week of Preparation.” Other languages make do with “Holy Friday.” 
In another part of England, as in Denmark, the people used to call it 
“Long Friday,” a good description for a quiet day without work and 
no chance for play or a good meal! 



Carbonara 
Funeral Home

Traditional Funerals ✦ Cremations 
Memorial Services ✦ Immediate Burials

1515 N. 25th Ave., Melrose Park
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