Create a Family Prayer Space at Home
In the coming weeks, families will be spending more time together at home. One good use of this time would be to pray
together on a regular basis. This prayer time together can be enhanced by creating a place in your home dedicated to
prayer.
Making a place for prayer in our home can help us do what the Gospel tells us, to go into an “inner room” to pray
(Matthew 6:6). Make your prayer place as quiet, uncluttered, and “desert-like” as possible. It can be the corner of a
room or any unused space. Furnish your prayer place with a Bible, prayer books, cross, rosary, icons, and a candle. Encourage family members to use the prayer place for personal as well as family prayer. You can bless your place of prayer, saying:
Come, Holy God. Dwell in this place of prayer,
and bless it with your peace and presence.
Bless all who seek you here.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
If you are unable to go to Mass, one idea for prayer together is to find a resource with the prayers and reading for Sunday Mass and pray those together. Your parish may have something you can take home and use. You can find the find
the readings online at www.usccb.org.
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Prayer for Health Care Workers
God of everlasting goodness,
you sent your Son among us
to bring healing, peace, and reconciliation to our
weary world.
Be with all health care workers and their assistants
in this time of the Coronavirus pandemic.
As they continue Jesus’ ministry of care,
renew them in mind, body, and spirit.
Keep them safe from infection and illness,
and may Christ’s healing presence flow through
them
as they serve those entrusted to their care.
We ask this in his name,
Christ the healer,
who is Lord forever and ever.
Amen.

Readings for the Week
Monday:

Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-62];
Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:1-11

Tuesday:

Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21;
Jn 8:21-30

Wednesday:

Saints and Special Observances

Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56;
Jn 8:31-42

Thursday:

Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59

Sunday:

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Friday:

Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42

Wednesday:

April Fool’s Day

Saturday:

Thursday:

St. Francis of Paola

Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-13;
Jn 11:45-56

Friday:

First Friday; Abstinence

Sunday:

Saturday:

St. Isidore; First Saturday

Mt 21:1-11 (procession);
Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24;
Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14 — 27:66
[27:11-54]
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Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, has issued the following regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19):

With the worldwide outbreak of the coronavirus, we are confronted once more
with the fragility of our lives, and again we are reminded of our common humanity — that the peoples of this world are our brothers and sisters, that we are all
one family under God.
God does not abandon us, he goes with us even now in this time of trial and testing. In this moment, it is important for us to anchor our hearts in the hope that
we have in Jesus Christ. Now is the time to intensify our prayers and sacrifices
for the love of God and the love of our neighbor. Let us draw closer to one another in our love for him, and rediscover the things that truly matter in our lives.
United with our Holy Father Pope Francis, let us pray in solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and around the world who are sick. Let us pray for those who
have lost loved ones to this virus. May God console them and grant them peace.
We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public health officials and
all civic leaders. May God grant them courage and prudence as they seek to respond to this emergency with compassion and in service to the common good.
In this time of need, I invite all the faithful to seek together the maternal intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and I share this prayer with you:
Holy Virgin of Guadalupe,
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas.
We fly to you today as your beloved children.
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son,
as you did at the wedding in Cana.
Pray for us, loving Mother,
and gain for our nation and world,
and for all our families and loved ones,
the protection of your holy angels,
that we may be spared the worst of this illness.
For those already afflicted,
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance.
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful,
wipe away their tears and help them to trust.
In this time of trial and testing,
teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be patient and
kind.
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts.
We come to you with confidence,
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother,
health of the sick and cause of our joy.
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection,
keep us in the embrace of your arms,
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen.

Today’s Readings
First Reading — Thus says the
Lord GOD: I will open your
graves, have you rise from them,
and settle you on your land. Then
you shall know I am the LORD, O
my people! (Ezekiel 37:12-14).
Psalm — With the Lord there is
mercy and fullness of redemption
(Psalm 130).
Second Reading — If Christ is in
you, the spirit is alive even if the
body is dead because of sin
(Romans 8:8-11).
Gospel — Lazarus, dead for four
days, came out of his tomb when
Jesus called his name
(John 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b
-45]).
The English translation of the Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass ©
1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved.
_______________

Give Glory To God
On the Fifth Sunday of Lent, just
before we begin to enter Holy
Week, we are summoned to
Bethany. If we had been friends of
Mary, Lazarus, and Martha, and
found out that Lazarus was
gravely ill, we probably would
have dropped everything to be
with them. This was what was so
surprising about the behavior of
Jesus. Although he was their close
friend, he chose to stay away, that
God’s glory would be manifested.
This is a persistent theme in
John’s Gospel. Right to the very
end, Jesus’ works were meant to
give glory to the Father. As our
Lenten journey reaches a
crescendo, let us be mindful that,
as people who have “put on
Christ” in baptism, we are also
called, by our attitudes and
actions, to give glory to God.
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Carbonara
Funeral Home

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK
Since 1965
Lic# 055-026066

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

We Take Service Personally
Contact us today for a customized, reliable
waste management, recycling, or dumpster quote.

630-261-0400

CARNITAS
DON ALFREDO FAST MEXICAN FOOD

1515 N. 25th Ave., Melrose Park
Pre-Arrangements,
with or without
prepayment of services

Affordable
pricing that meets
your needs

Michael A. Carbonara, Michael L. Carbonara, Joseph R. Carbonara

Bus: (708) 343-6161

Home: (708) 865-8124

Cell: (708) 724-7500

www.carbonarafuneralhome.net

708-338-0844
2501 W. Lake St. • Melrose Park

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

(CST 2117990-70)

Traditional Funerals ✦ Cremations
Memorial Services ✦ Immediate Burials

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Established in 1893
Meeting the Needs of Our Community
with Dignity and Without Bias
at the Most Reasonable Cost

FUNERALS – PRE-NEEDS
CREMATIONS
INTERNATIONAL TRANSFERS
GERARD MORGAN JR.
Funeral Director/Owner
1600 Chicago Avenue
Melrose Park, IL 60160

(708) 344-0714
www.BormannFuneralHome.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE

Receive a $25 Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!

LABOR*

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract.
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind.
Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without
notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

X OFF
75% 50%

Family Owned and Operated

Old World Values with
Modern Day Services

*After 12/31/19 customer will
be eligible for 50% off labor.
Does not include cost of
material. Offer
expires 3/31/20.

Traditional Funerals, Cremation
Service, Alternative Services

Joseph A. Russo
Owner / Licensed Funeral Director

708.449.5300

4500 Roosevelt Rd., Hillside
www.RussoHillsideChapels.com

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

2316 17th Avenue
Franklin Park, IL 60131
larrys_plumbing_co@sbcglobal.net
Phone:

847.455.4150
Fax:

847.455.5303
Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM
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