


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8:  
 Mt:13-18 
 

Tuesday:  1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 
 

Wednesday:  1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 
 

Thursday:  1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18 
 

Friday:  Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;  
 Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
 

Saturday:  1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28 
 

Sunday:  Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; 
 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

We Are God’s Holy Family 

The scriptures of Israel are filled with many stories of 
barren couples who were miraculously granted the gift of 
children by God. Surely the best known among these is 
the first reading from today, from which Luke took 
inspiration when he recounted the miraculous birth of 
John the Baptist to Zechariah and Elizabeth, and the more 
miraculous birth of Jesus to Mary and Joseph. In each 
instance, we are given examples or role models of those 
who trusted in God. More than examples of those who 
trust, they are models of self-surrender. They abandoned 
their own presuppositions and prejudices about the 
workings of the world and turned their lives over to belief 
in a God who can make life grow where none ought to; a 
God who can turn death around into a new and 
unimagined life; a God who can, today, take a tiny child 
of humble parents in an insignificant town and make him 
into a light for all the world. This is what we, as God’s 
holy family, are called to do each day: to trust not in 
ourselves and the way we think things should be, but to 
open ourselves and surrender ourselves in faith to a God 
of endless promise. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — Those who honor their parents will be 
greatly blessed and will atone for sins 
(Sirach 3:2-6,12-14) or Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3. 
Psalm — Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk 
in his ways (Psalm 128) or Psalm 105. 
Second Reading — Be thankful; do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus (Colossians 3:12-21 [12-17]) or 
Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19. 
Gospel — The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom (Luke 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary,  
  and Joseph 
Monday:  The Holy Innocents 
Tuesday:  Fifth Day within the Octave of the  
  Nativity of the Lord; St. Thomas Becket 
Wednesday:  Sixth Day within the Octave of the  
  Nativity of the Lord 
Thursday:  Seventh Day within the Octave of the 
  Nativity of the Lord; St. Sylvester I; 
  New Year’s Eve 
Friday:  The Octave of the Nativity of the Lord; 
  Mary, the Holy Mother of God; 
  World Day of Prayer for Peace; 
  New Year’s Day; First Friday 
Saturday:  Ss. Basil the Great and  
  Gregory Nazianzen; 
  First Saturday 

Feast of Faith 

Processions 
Why does the liturgy begin with a procession? It is not 
just a practical matter of getting the ministers of the 
liturgy from the sacristy to the sanctuary. The procession 
is a powerful sign of who we are as Christian people. We 
are not static, staying in one place. We are going 
somewhere. Our procession leads us to the altar, sign of 
Christ’s presence in our midst. We move, we process, 
because we recognize our need for what Christ is 
preparing for us at that table. We go forward eagerly, 
because we are hungry for that heavenly food. 
This procession is an orderly one: servers, deacon, priest 
presider. Each is set apart by distinctive vesture: albs for 
the altar servers, dalmatic for the deacon, chasuble for the 
priest. The procession is an image of the hierarchical 
structure of the Church. On a deeper level it is an image 
of unity in diversity. We are all on a journey to the 
heavenly city, but each of us is clothed with different 
gifts. We all receive the call to service, but not in the 
same way. Only by coming together in all our wonderful 
variety can we achieve the work of the kingdom. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Time 
Do not squander time, for that is the stuff life is made of. 
         —Benjamin Franklin 



Treasures From Our Tradition  
We are in the season of the Incarnation, the mystery of God’s love poured out in Christ’s birth. The word derives from 
the Latin carnis meaning “flesh.” Throughout history, some Christians have distrusted the “flesh,” and stressed a hatred 
of this world and its pleasures. Perhaps they have not paid enough attention to how “embodied” the sacraments are. One 
third-century author put it plainly in an image that may alarm diet-conscious Americans, explaining that we wash the 
body so the soul can be cleansed, that we anoint the body so the soul can be strengthened, and that we eat the body and 
blood of Christ so that “the soul can fatten on God.” 
Catholics “get” that God is revealed in this world. The sacraments use the “stuff” of creation: water and oil; the senses 
of the body, touch and taste and smell. We use the things of this world rightly. After all, God’s love poured out into 
human flesh means the world has eternal value. Why else would Jesus describe the kingdom to come as a teeming city 
or a marriage banquet? Catholics are realists, and nowhere is that more evident than when we gather for a sacrament. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co  

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
December 27, 2020 

 
My eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared 
in the sight of all the peoples. 

     — Luke 2:30-31  



Carbonara 
Funeral Home

Traditional Funerals ✦ Cremations 
Memorial Services ✦ Immediate Burials

1515 N. 25th Ave., Melrose Park
Pre-Arrangements, Affordable 

with or without pricing that meets
prepayment of services your needs

Michael A. Carbonara, Michael L. Carbonara, Joseph R. Carbonara

Bus: (708) 343-6161        Home: (708) 865-8124        Cell: (708) 724-7500
www.carbonarafuneralhome.net

708.449.5300

Family Owned and Operated

Old World Values with
Modern Day Services

Traditional Funerals, Cremation

Service, Alternative Services

Joseph A. Russo
Owner / Licensed Funeral Director

4500 Roosevelt Rd., Hillside
www.RussoHillsideChapels.com

912026 Our Lady of Mount Carmel www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK
Since 1965
Lic# 055-026066

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

CARNITAS
DON ALFREDO FAST MEXICAN FOOD

708-338-0844
2501 W. Lake St. • Melrose Park

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 

is guaranteed 
never to clog or 
we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder 
to clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE  in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will

receive a $25 gift card. Retail value $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must

have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract.
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated

companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company

customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion

form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind.
Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without 

notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20.

CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*Does not include
cost of material.

Offer expires 9/30/20.
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We Take Service Personally
Contact us today for a customized, reliable

waste management, recycling, or dumpster quote.

630-261-0400

Established in 1893
Meeting the Needs of Our Community

with Dignity and Without Bias
at the Most Reasonable Cost

FUNERALS – PRE-NEEDS 
CREMATIONS

INTERNATIONAL TRANSFERS
GERARD MORGAN JR.
Funeral Director/Owner

1600 Chicago Avenue
Melrose Park, IL 60160

(708) 344-0714
www.BormannFuneralHome.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

2316 17th Avenue
Franklin Park, IL 60131

larrys_plumbing_co@sbcglobal.net

Phone:
847.455.4150
Fax:
847.455.5303
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