
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Honored in Melrose Park, Ill.

Corner of 23rd and Augusta

The 130th Feast of
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Sunday, July 16, 2023





Welcome to the
Midwest’s

Oldest and Largest
Italian Feast
A Religious
Celebration
Honoring
Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel

On behalf of
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish-Shrine,
the Feast Committee welcomes you
to the 130th year honoring
our Blessed Mother.

For over a century, the Feast Committee has been promoting
the devotion to our Blessed Mother under the

ancient title of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.
Year in and year out, these committed men spend countless hours

and a lot of effort in order to make out of every Feast a huge success.
May la Madonna del Carmine shower abundance of Graces
over all these devoted men and may this beautiful tradition

continue to inspire many more in the years to come.



Dear Devotees, Parishioners and
Friends of Our Lady of

Mount Carmel
I greet and welcome all of you to our
beautiful and joyful 130th Feast of Our
Lady of Mt Carmel, certain that we all
together rejoice in our Mother’s arms
with gratitude for her tender intercession
for all of us. 

The Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel is a center of genuine reli-
gious devotion to the Blessed Mother, a sacred place of prayer,
recollection, and spiritual refreshment with a full program of
sacramental and pastoral activities. Our mission is to promote the
devotion to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel to all its parishioners and the
community at large. On this celebration of the 130th Anniversary
of the Feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel I want to invite all the
devotees and those who love the blessed Virgin Mary to enjoy our
feast. 

This year, Our Lady of Mt Carmel welcomes you with renovations
and fresh views. After more than three decades the parish has
decided to change the carpet, acquire new pews, and bring the
baptismal fountain to the main church space. The initial idea was
only to change the carpet and refinish the pews, but after consid-
ering that our worship space has not had a major restoration for
quite a few years we decided to do more.

I invite you to come out to the Novena and see the difference in
the walls of the Shrine, the confessionals, the front door adjust-
ments, the handicap accessibility and many more details that were
repaired. My dear friends, it is a wonderful time to get together, to
pray and to ask our Mother Virgin Mary of Carmel to intercede
for our needs with these fresh repairs. 

Rev. Leandro Fossá,
C.S. Pastor



I want to commend all those participating and applaud the ardu-
ous work of our Feast Committee and Altar & Rosary. They have
worked tirelessly for so many moments to organize the Novena
and feast days because they love this parish and tremendously
care for the devotees of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 

Allow me also to recognize and commend all those who have con-
ducted our devotion and tradition to La Madonna del Carmine for
so many years. We do realize how much our community has been
reshaping its image. I want to acknowledge Mayor Serpico and
all the workers of the Village of Melrose Park that make this
Feast possible as well. 

Every July the Parish and Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
pray and process in the streets of Melrose Park. All of us who are
here feel that this event is the effort of a whole town, a community
loved and blessed by Madonna del Carmine. And this year we
pray on the streets of this town because we know that Our Mother
will always protect us.

Lastly, “mille grazie” and I am certain that you will continue
loving, venerating and supporting La Madonna del Carmine and
I pray that the Blessed Virgin Mother of Mount Carmel embraces
and presents you and your entire family to Her Son Jesus asking
to pour His grace and blessings upon you to experience the ten-
derness and sweetness of Our Lady’s loving intercession. 

Blessings to all of You.
Bendiciones a todos ustedes.

Benedizioni a voi tutti.
VIVA LA MADONNA DEL CARMINE

Rev. Leandro Fossá, C.S. Pastor
and the entire Feast Committee of OLMC



Congratulations on the
Fr. Benjamin Franch
Biretta Award ...

May You Have Many More
Mathlaks to Take!

Stef & Molly
Your #1 Fans



Village of
Melrose Park

Mayor
Ronald M. Serpico

Congratulations
and

Best Wishes
130th

Feast of
Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel
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Village of
Melrose Park

Senior Club



Congratulations
to the

Our Lady of
Mount Carmel

Feast 
Village of
Melrose Park

RICK BELTRAME
DIRECTOR OF FIRE DEPARTMENT

Cell: (708) 372-5653
Office: (708) 344-1210
36th Avenue at Lake Street
Melrose Park, IL 60160





130th DELLA FESTA DELLA MADONNA DEL CARMINE
CASALE-GIACONI FAMILY
“AVE DEL CARMINE”



Thank You Chief Schwartz
For Everything You Do

For Us and the Community ...
Congratulations on the

Fr. Benjamin Franch Biretta Award!

From the
Officers and Members

of the
Melrose Park Departments of

Homeland Security –
Public Safety



Thank You Chief Schwartz for
All You Do for the Church and Us ...

Congratulations on the
Fr. Benjamin Franch Biretta Award!

From the
Dedicated Officers of Your Staff ...
C/S G. Stevenson, C/S J. Dominguez,
C/S A. Villasenor, C/S Z. Plunkett

and
S.A.C. J. Bibbs



24 Hour 
Emergency Road Service

1401 N. First Ave.
Melrose Park, IL 60160

(708) 345-HOOK (4665)
Fax (708) 775-7000

areatowinginc@yahoo.com

From Your Friends,
Frank & Rob

Chief Schwartz,
Congratulations on the
Fr. Benjamin Franch
Biretta Award ...
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With grateful hearts the 
Reyes Family treasures 

the graces received from 
our loving Mother 

!
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To Our Lady of
Mount Carmel

on
Your Feast Day.
Happy 130th
Anniversary!

Paul and Michelle
Rauzi



Best Wishes on the
130th

Feast of
Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel

(773) 376-4275





Congratulations
on

130 Years!

Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel
Holy Name

Society



Congratulations
to the

130th Feast of
Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel!





TRITON COLLEGE FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Thomas Olson, Foundation President, Triton College
Richard F. Pellegrino, Foundation Vice President

West Central Municipal Conference
Bart Smith, Foundation Secretary, Smith & Smith
Sean Sullivan, Foundation Treasurer, Triton College
Randy J. Barnette, R.J. Barnette & Associates
Thomas Ned Benigno, Illinois Secretary of State
Al Biancalana, Leyden Township Assessor
John F. Cadero Jr., City of Cape Coral
Michael Castellan, Melrose Park

Archawee Dhamavasi, Triton College
Cory L. Foster, ComEd-An Exelon Company

Rev. John F. Harrell, Proviso Missionary Baptist Church
John Harris, a5, Inc.

Andrew Hock, Triton College Alumni Association Council
Tiffany C. Ingram, Weedmaps

David J. King, David King & Associates
Jennifer Koehler, Illinois Health and Hospital Association

Denisse Leon, Sinai Chicago
Dan Leonard, Margaritaville Hospitality
Michael Mazza, Chicago White Sox
Mary-Rita Moore, Triton College

Louis H. Rago, Rago Brothers Funeral Homes
Colleen Rockafellow, Triton College

John F. Ruzic, Retired Hotel & Restaurant Executive
Denise Smith-Gaborit, Triton College

Mark R. Stephens, Rosemont
The Honorable Katrina R. Thompson, Village of Broadview

Jonathan L. Zivojnovic, River Elm Properties
Charter Director

The Honorable Ronald M. Serpico, Village of Melrose Park
In Memoriam

The Honorable Donald E. Stephens

Congratulations on the
130th Feast of

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel



Congratulations
on the 
130th

Feast of
Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel!

BESTWISHES AND
CONTINUED SUCCESS,
TOM OLSON
PRESIDENT

TRITON COLLEGE FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS





Congratulations
on the
130th

Feast of
Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel!







ORIGINAL
FERRARA,

INC.
Complete Assortment of
Sweets for All Occasions!
Cannoli • Mini Pastries

LUNCH IN • DINNER TO GO
ESPRESSO BAR

2210 W. Taylor Street
Chicago, IL 60612
(312) 666-2200
(312) 666-2201
Fax (312) 666-2008

www.ferrarabakery.com



Board of Commissioners
Thomas D. Olson, President

Ronald W. Boscaccy, Vice President
Diane Sampson, Secretary
Mary Copher, Treasurer 

Orlando Velasquez
Executive Director

William J. Otte
Superintendent of

Buildings and Grounds
Joe Ciolino

Committed to enhancing the quality of life
of our residents by offering the best
in recreational and leisure services.

Veterans Park District
44 W. Golfview Drive
Northlake, IL 60164
(708) 343-5270

www.vpdpark.org



ron@elite-electric.net



In Loving Memory of
Bob Adams

Congratulations on
130 Years!

See you at the Feast.
ADAMS FAMILY
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Design / Build / Consulting 

Anthony Abruzzo 
President 

2212 Division Street Melrose Park IL 60160 

P. 708.306.8000 

www.forzadesign.com 

Congratulations
130th Anniversary

Feast of
Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel





In Loving Memory
of

Joe and Lena
Scudiero
From the

Scudiero Family

Italian Bakery and Deli



Mary Jo Deena, Rose, Michael, Frank
Caserma Dalí Isabella, Anthony Susan, Misasi

and (Duke) Joe, Krista,
Ezra James and Jonathan,
Paladino Mary Ann William Michael

Caserma and
Noah Graham
Maratto,
and

Benjamin Wagner

May Our Lady
Hold T hem Safely in the

Palm of Her Hands
t

In Loving Memory of

John Misasi
Josephine Misasi

James A. Caserma
1949-2004

t



Best Wishes to
Our Lady of

Mount Carmel
for a 

Successful
130th Feast Celebration



The Family of
Woodrow J. Fischer
Congratulates the

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Feast
Committee

for its Dedication
and Pledges

Continued Support
of the Committee’s

Good Works!



Happy
130th Anniversary

to the
Our Lady of

Mt. Carmel Feast!





Congratulations on the
130th

Feast of
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel!

Gerard Morgan Jr.
Funeral Director/Owner



Guerine and
Company, Inc.
A Manufactured

Housing
Community
4700 Division St.

Melrose Park, IL 60160
(708) 343-3000
Fax (708) 343-3008



Congratulations on the
130th

Feast of
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel!

1510 Hannah Ave.
Forest Park, IL 60130



Congratulations
on the

13oth Anniversary
of the

Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel Feast!







Congratulations
on the

130th Feast of
Our Lady of
Mt.Carmel



OUR 50th YEAR OF
ACCOMPANYING THE
BLESSED MOTHER

IN HER
DEVOTED PROCESSION
CALIENDO'S BANDA

NAPOLETANA
Martin Caliendo, Musical Director
Email: martincaliendo@comcast.net

Facebook:
Martin Caliendo/Caliendo's

Banda Napoletana
CALIENDO'S
BANDA

NAPOLETANA
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Congratulations on the
130th Feast of

Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel
BUBBLE

KING
LAUNDROMAT

2305 W. Lake St.
Melrose Park, IL 60160

(630) 878-9200



Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel
Pray for Us
Deacon John

and
Deacon Giulio

Viva Del Carmine
130 Years of Devotion
Beginning Grandparents 
Joseph & Mary Augustine

From Clay & Josephine Fornaro
Gina, Rocky, Rocco, Rena,

Paul, Maria,
Joey, Alyssa, Lisa, Paul, Pauly,

Joey, & Anthony, & Mia



Happy 130th Feast!
Viva La Madonna

Del Carmine!
Ray Perpignani

Congratulations
on the

130th Anniversary
of the
Feast of

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel!
Allen Fowler



Congratulations on the
130th Anniversary

of the
Feast of

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel!
Compliments

of a
Good Friend



The Feast Committee
Would Like to
Thank All of
its Supporters.
Please Patronize
Our Sponsors
and Advertisers.



Feast of
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Visit Our Website at http://olmcparish.org/.

Follow Us on Facebook – 
https://www.facebook.com/olmcparish.


